
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 3, 2014 

 

The Work Session of February 3, 2014 was called to order at 6:10 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  Kim Custer, 

Evergreen Lane presented to the Commissioners a project she is working on called the 

Samuel Nicholson Rhoads Team project.  This project is proposing to write an interactive 

children’s story about this person to be published by the Historical Society of 

Haddonfield (HSH).  It would be based on the rediscovery of the Samuel N. Rhoads 

collection as it relates to the protection of the Boxwood Hall property and Samuel’s 

contributions to natural science for the Academy of natural Sciences of Drexel 

university (ANSDU).  This book would be focused towards the fourth grade level and 

would be a project for the 100th anniversary of the Historical Society.  Based on this 

project, she asked for an update on the Boxwood Hall lawsuit.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that things seem to be on hold at this time because of the need to 

change Judges.  Ms. Custer pointed out that this would be a very small part of the story 

and asked about including information regarding the case in her book.  The Borough 

Solicitor suggested putting information in after the case has been settled.  Ms. Custer 

noted that Borough Historians, Kathy Tassini and Doug Rauschenberger would be 

involved in the project also.  Commissioner Rochford asked who would be illustrating 

the book.  Ms. Custer replied that it would be students choosing photos and their 

pictures.  The funding for this project is through Historical Society.  The Commissioners 

expressed their encouragement for the project.  Ms. Custer left the meeting at 6:25 pm. 

 

Whether or not to approve the installation of sidewalks on Bryne Marw Road at the 645 

Maple Avenue property was discussed.  The current plans have the sidewalk, but the 

developer has stated that he would not put the sidewalk per Commissioner Kasko.  

Commissioner Moscatelli indicated that the developer has since stated that he would 

not put the sidewalk in, unless becomes necessary at a later date.  The Borough Solicitor 

noted that to stop him from putting in the sidewalks we would have to have a 

reasonable basis.  Whether or not the sidewalk would exacerbate a water issue in the 

area was mentioned.  Commissioner Moscatelli mentioned his desire to create a zoning 

overlay for the flood areas in town.  We could then change the impervious coverage 

limits for those areas.   Commissioner Kasko asked if we could force them to put 

pervious stone in for the sidewalk.  The Commissioners discussed the types of pervious 

stone that are available to the public at this time, as well as how to deal with sidewalks 

in the overlay for flooding was reviewed.  It was noted that to include sidewalks for 

pervious coverage limits we would have to change the law.  Comments were made 

about if we agree to not put sidewalk here, then the next group who didn't want to put 

a sidewalk at their property could use this case as their example of why they shouldn't 

have to.  Concerns were raised about setting a precedent to have residents contacting 

the Commissioners every time there is something that comes up in an construction 

application.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked how to move forward with creating a 

flood area overlay.  The Administrator advised that Remington & Vernick (R&V) would 

have to do a drainage study to start with.  The possibility of including such a study in the 



 

 

2014 capital projects list was mentioned.  Once the study was complete it would then 

be handed off to the Planning Board (PB), who would have a subcommittee with 

members from the PB, Zoning Board (ZB) and Environmental Commission (EC).  

Commissioner Kasko suggested not issuing an edict that the building doesn’t put in the 

sidewalk.  We should not force him to not put in a sidewalk.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the 24 Tanner Street parking issue wherein they are being 

asked to remove two (2) parking spots for him in the Tanner Street/Allen Avenue Parking 

Lot to have access to the back of his property.  The Administrator advised that this 

would cost the borough at most a projected $2,640 in parking revenues annually.  

Additionally, the Borough Solicitor reviewed the various fees that would be involved 

with granting the easement.  The Commissioners discussed the possibility of having the 

property owner pay the Borough for this access annually.  The Administrator suggested 

not charging them for the two (2) spots as the increases in taxes will far outweigh the 

parking income.  The Commissioners agreed to allow the easement and that owner 

should pay for all costs of to obtain such. 

 

The Administrator updated the Commissioners on a recent meeting with representatives 

from Cross County Connection (CCC) in relation to the Safe Routes to School review.  

CCC is willing to help walk the Borough through the review of our current routes, which 

will not cost the Borough anything as they receive funding through the State.  CCC 

agreed that setting up a committee was a good idea and that they will work with that 

committee.  Currently they are working on getting the addresses of all the students in 

the Elizabeth Haddon Elementary School area.  CCC plots all the addresses on a GIS 

map.  This would be the first step in the whole process.  It is expected that the first 

meeting of the committee will be within the next couple of weeks. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a recently received packet from the State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) regarding an application that has been presented for the 

creation of a Cooper River Park Historic District.  A copy of this packet has been 

provided to our HPC.  There is nothing the Commissioners needs to do with this project.  

The Administrator noted that it was her belief that SHPO is providing us with the 

information in hopes of ensuring that we do not object. 

  

A request from the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) that we move the circuit 

breakers from inside Kings Court to outside was reviewed.  They are also asking if we 

can add wattage throughout the Court.  These projects would be done at the 

Borough’s expense.  The Administrator suggested having organizations using electric in 

the Court area pay a minimal fee for such use.  The Commissioners agreed to get an 

estimate for this installation.  They also liked the idea of charging fee, but did not make 

a final decision at this time. 

 

Commissioner Rochford took a moment to announce that the Police Department is 

having an open house this Friday at the Information Center to meet with store owners 

about safety issues. 

 

The PfH budget was briefly reviewed.  Commissioner Kasko mentioned that PfH is 

looking at beatification projects at the other end of Kings Highway.   



 

 

 

The Borough Administrator briefly reviewed necessary changes to the Personnel Policy 

Manual.  She noted that she has asked our Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance 

Fund (MELJIF) for clarification on when overtime kicks in for employees. Our work week is 

35 hours, but many towns have moved to a 40 hour mandate before OT begins.  The 

Commissioners agreed to going to 40 hours before OT kicks in.  The Administrator then 

reviewed potential changes to the holidays for our paid EMT personnel through the Fire 

Department.  After some discussion, the Commissioners decided to keep things the 

same currently, but to continue to review the topic.  A department head meeting has 

been scheduled for February 20th to review these changes.  Once that meeting is held 

the new manuals will be distributed. 

 

In reference to the library construction the Borough Administrator advised the 

Commissioners that some of the items that the Library staff and Library Board members 

are looking at for inclusion in the Library renovations will change the scope of work.  She 

has spoken with the architect who has agreed to go back and make a determination 

as to what items are in addition to the original scope, determine what the professional 

costs will be for those items, and then finally to come up with an new cost proposal for 

the overall project.  Once that information is provided she recommended that 

Commissioner Kasko and herself meet with members of the Library Board and the 

Library Director to determine which items will be paid by the Borough, which items will 

be paid by the Library through their donations and whether or not there are any items 

which we will not move forward with.  Once that is done the list will be brought back to 

each board for discussion and approval.  The Commissioners agreed with this 

suggestion. 

 

The February 11th agenda was reviewed.  The second reading for the water and sewer 

rates ordinance was added and the approval to sign a Court Agreement with 

Audubon was moved to the next meeting as the final agreement had not been 

received at this time. 

 

The Commissioners took a moment to briefly discuss the recent letter mailed to all 

residents regarding the increase in water rates.  

 

A possible interlocal service agreement between Haddon Heights and Haddonfield for 

Municipal Clerk services was reviewed. Discussions were held on who should receive 

payment for the services.  The Commissioners agreed that the Clerk would be paid for 

the work done, wither during work hours or on her own personal time.  Furthermore, the 

Clerk would be responsible for working any additional hours necessary to complete the 

work load for Haddonfield. 

 

The Administrator updated the Commissioners on the status of the Request for Proposal 

(RFP) for the feasibility study consultant on Police Administrative Services.  She noted 

that it was confirmed the Haddon Township has opted to not be included in the study.  

This will result in an increase in the costs for each of the remaining participants.  Mount 

Ephraim has indicated that the additional costs for three years would be too much for 

them.  Oaklyn and Audubon will go back to their boards to discuss it.  In talking with the 

company that the group has decided to go with, they agreed to reduce their fees by 



 

 

$2,000 only because the major cost is based on their methodology, not necessarily the 

number of towns involved.  The Commissioners were asked if they would continue to 

move forward with this study if any additional town dropped out.  Commissioner Kasko 

stated that he is concerned about whether or not it would be worth the higher cost.  

Commissioner Moscatelli agreed.  The Administrator recommended moving forward 

with the study because it is her belief that the information gathered will be valuable 

regardless as to whether or not we follow any of the recommendation provided in the 

report, and sited the shared court feasibility study as an example.  She reminded the 

Commissioners that this study is not just about sharing a Police Chief; it is about the 

overall administration.  Discussions were held on how to justify the costs depending on 

which towns stayed in and which towns dropped out.  The Administrator cautioned that 

if we don’t move forward with the study we will never know what kind of savings could 

have been experienced.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that with Haddon Township 

out of the mix he did not feel that the higher cost was worth it. 

 

Commissioner Kasko asked the Commissioners to consider including the Japanese 

Exchange Program in the list of quasi-governmental organizations listed in the resolution 

to provide insurance coverage for certain organizations.  The Borough Solicitor 

recommended that this not be included in the list as it did not fit the requirements. 

 

The Borough Administrator advised that there are now fire regulations which require 

sprinklers in windowless basements.    It has been determined that the Borough Hall is 

not exempt from this requirement.  We are in the process of getting prices and the initial 

consensus is that this very expensive and difficult to engineer because of the open 

stairwells.  Additionally, this will affect some of the businesses downtown.  She is working 

with the Fire Inspectors to come up with an educational session that can be provided 

to the property owners.  It is hoped that this can be done in conjunction with the 

Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH). 

 

The Commissioners agreed to hold the Comcast public hearing for the renewal of their 

license in Haddonfield as early as the second meeting in March.   There is a requirement 

that the public hearing notice must be advertised for 45 days prior.  The Solicitor will 

reach out to them to schedule this. 

 

A notice from the Farmer's Insurance Company that they will be providing food services 

via their food truck/trailer for the Adrenaline 5K run sponsored by The Running 

Company was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed that they needed to have more 

information before they could do anything with this.  The Clerk will reach out to the 

company to get these answers; where will the vehicle be located (start or finish of the 

race), what is being served, etc.  

 

In a brief review of the Engineer Reports Commissioner Rochford asked that in the future 

the use of sump pumps be dealt with.  In reference to that question, Commissioner 

Kasko inquired about the status on the various drainage projects that were previously 

approved.  The Administrator replied that the work is progressing, but that the prices are 

a little higher than expected at this time. 

 



 

 

Commissioner Kasko then asked for an update regarding the request from the residents 

on Evergreen Lane who wanted to buy a portion of the Borough’s property there.  The 

Administrator advised that the property owners decided not to move forward with their 

request.  He then asked for the status on the Stiles Avenue parking lot.  The Administrator 

replied that this needs to go out to the appraisers.  Commissioner Kasko also asked 

about the status on the 2014 Borough Budget.  The Administrator replied that she is still 

working on the budget, but there is still plenty of time before the deadline for 

introduction as the State has extended it out some.  The Commissioner then asked 

about personnel changes in Borough Hall due to a retirement that will be happening 

this spring.  The Administrator reviewed the possible changes and talked about the 

need to hire a part-time zoning person.  Lastly, he indicated that he had received 

complaints about debris from trees causing hazards to pedestrians, i.e. gumball tree or 

Sweetgum, and asked if the Borough picked these items up.  The Borough Administrator 

noted that this is the responsibility of the homeowners. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 9:00 p.m. to discuss 

shared court services negotiations.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion 

which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:05 p.m. at which time 

Commissioner Rochford had made a motion leave closed session and adjourn.  

Commissioner Kasko seconded the motion.  The Commissioners unanimously voted to 

approve the motion. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 


